	Generic & Trade Name of Drug: Quetiapine (Seroquel)

	Func. Class: Antipsychotic, atypical

	
	Indications/ Therapeutic Effects:
	For bipolar disorder, depression, mania, schizophrenia, an borderline personality disorder
Decrease in emotional excitement, hallucinations, delusions, paranoia, reorganizations of patterns of thought and speech 

	
	Routes of Administration:
	PO

	
	Pharmacokinetics:
	Extensively metabolized by the liver, half-life >6 hours, peak 1 ½ hours, extended release 6 hours. Inhibits P450 CYP3A4 system, excretion: <1% unchanged urine

	
	Nursing Implications/ Assessments:
	Increases CNS depression, hypotension, neurotoxicity, effects of erythromycin
CV status: QT prolongation, tachycardia, orthostatic BP
Baseline glucose, CBC, LFTs, 
Blood pressure , dizziness, faintness, palpations, tachycardia
EPS: akathisia, tardive dyskinesia, pseudo parkinsonism
Serious Rash: assess for Stevens-Johnson syndrome, discontinue if rash continues 
Pancreatitis: assess for nausea, vomiting, severe abdominal pain
Neuroleptic Malignant Syndrome: hyperthermia, increased CPK, altered mental status
DRESS: fever, hepatitis, swelling of the face, myositis, monitor eosinophils
Hyperprolactinemia: sexual dysfunction, menstrual changes
BEERS: avoid in older adults except for schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or as a short-term antiemetic for chemotherapy
Black box warning: assess mental status before administration
Black box warning: not to be used in children <10
Black box warning: suicide (notify prescriber regarding any suicidal thoughts/behaviours, primarily in adolescents/teens)

	
	Side/ Adverse Effects:
	CNS: EPS, pseudo parkinsonism, akathisia, dystonia, tardive dyskinesia, drowsiness, insomnia, agitation, anxiety, headache, seizures, neuroleptic malignant syndrome, dizziness, dystonia, restless legs
CV: orthostatic hypotension, tachycardia, QT prolongation, CV disease, Parkinson’s disease, cardiomyopathy, myocarditis
ENDO: SIADH, hyperglycemia
GI: pancreatitis, nausea, anorexia, constipation, abdominal pain, dry mouth
HEMA: leukopenia, agranulocytosis
INTEG: rash, DRESS
META: hyponatremia
MISC: asthenia, back pain, fever, ear pain
MS: rhabdomyolysis
RESP: rhinitis 
SYST: Stevens-Johnson syndrome, anaphylaxis 

	
	Contraindications:
	Hypersensitivity, breastfeeding 
Precautions: pregnancy, geriatric patients, hepatic/cardiac disease, breast cancer, long-term use, seizure, QT prolongation, brain tumour, hematological disease, abrupt discontinuation

	
	Client Teaching:
	Drink plenty of fluids, rise slowly to prevent orthostatic hypotension, take medication as prescribed (do not crush or chew, do not use with alcohol, take tabs without food, adhere to follow up bloodwork appointments), avoid certain OTC medications and supplements unless discussed with HCP, notify prescriber if you have a fever, diffivulty breathing, fatigue, rash, or bleeding

	
	OTHER
	

	



